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History
The Cloisters, a branch of The Metro­
politan Museum of Art, is a museum of 
medieval art situated in Fort Tryon 
Park, overlooking the Hudson River. 
The park, The Cloisters building, and 
most of the collections were made 
available to the public through the 
generosity of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. 
Opened in 1938, this modern structure 
in medieval style incorporates sections 
from such monuments as a 12th-cen­
tury chapter house, parts of cloisters 
from five medieval monasteries, a 
Romanesque chapel, and a 12th-cen­
tury Spanish apse.
The Cloisters' collection includes 
medieval tapestries, frescoes, ivories, 
illuminated manuscripts, stained glass, 
panel paintings, sculpture, and metal­
work. The Cloisters' herb garden con­
tains more than two hundred species 
of plants grown in the Middle Ages. 
Although the design of the Museum 
building and its architectural elements 
are medieval, and the arrangement of 
the smaller objects in the galleries 
suggest their original uses, the building 
itself has existed only since 1938.
Gallery events and exhibitions
Special exhibitions and gallery events 
(e.g., concerts, plays, or Saturday lec­
tures) are scheduled from time to time 
throughout the year. Contact the 
Museum for information.
Group visits and educational services
A tour for individual visitors is given 
at 3:00 p.m. every Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday in spring, summer, and 
fall; in winter, on Wednesdays only.
All groups of six or more people wish­
ing to visit The Cloisters must make 
appointments well in advance. A bro­
chure entitled "Educational Services at 
The Cloisters," which contains infor­
mation on group visits, fees, and all 
educational programs, will be mailed 
on request. Please write or call the 
Appointments Secretary at (212) 
923-3700, extension 26.
Special arrangements may be made for 
adult groups and for the travel industry. 
Tour packages are available. Please call 
for information.
Sketching and photographing
Pencil sketching, not requiring easels 
or stools, is permitted at any time.
Please contact the Museum in advance 
for permission to use easels, stools, or 
photographic tripods. No permits are 
issued for Saturdays, Sundays, or hol­
idays.
Snapshots may be taken with hand 
cameras at any time without permis­
sion, but no flash attachments may be 
used in the galleries.
Altarpiece of the Annunciation (center panel) by 
Robert Campin. This small triptych, with its 
meticulously observed detail, complicated sym­
bolism, and remarkably composed space, is an 
acknowledged Early Netherlandish masterpiece.
The 12th-century cloister from the monastery of 
Saint-Michel-de-Cuxa in the eastern Pyrenees.
(A cloister is the enclosed courtyard of a monastery 
that is surrounded by a covered, arcaded walk.)
Commercial photography is forbid­
den at all times in The Cloisters build­
ing or on the grounds.
Music
Programs of recorded medieval music 
are played daily. Special concerts are 
announced in advance.
Disabled visitors
For the mobility impaired, entry to 
The Cloisters may be arranged, upon 
arrival, with the security officer at the 
main entrance, or by telephone in 
advance. Restroom facilities, drinking 
fountain, and public telephone are 
accessible to visitors in wheelchairs.
While the mobility impaired are, of 
course, always welcome at The Clois­
ters, it should be noted that access to 
this landmark structure remains some­
what inconvenient. We would like to 
call attention to the fine and extensive 
collection of medieval art at the Metro­
politan Museum's downtown building, 
which is more easily visited.
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Museum Hours
Open: Tuesday-Sunday
9:30 a.m.-5:15 p.m. March through 
October
9:30 a.m.-4:45 p.m. November through 
February
Closed: All Mondays including holidays,
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day, and 
New Year's Day.
Admission
The amount of your donation is volun­
tary and tax deductible. The Museum 
needs your help. Please be generous.
How to reach The Cloisters
Subway: IND Eighth Avenue A train to 
190th Street-Overlook Terrace. Exit by 
elevator, then take number 4 bus or 
walk through Fort Tryon Park to the 
Museum.
Bus: Madison Avenue bus number 4, 
"Fort Tryon Park-The Cloisters," stops 
at the door of the Museum.
Car. From Manhattan: Henry Hudson 
Parkway north to the first exit after the 
George Washington Bridge.
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